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*Note from the Assistant Director: 
Not only did Hampton remain true to the subtext and meaning of Moliere’s 

original French text, but he also utilized English vocabulary from the time period of the 
play’s origination, drawing upon the English terms most closely related to their 

contemporary French counterparts. Some of the terms may not be unfamiliar to you, 
but they hold enough significance for the context of the play to make further study of 

their meaning a worthwhile pursuit. Knowledge of the terms’ entymology will not only 
provide a wealth of subtext for understanding the intended meaning of each line, but it 

will further inform your discovery of individual characters, and the nuances of the 
play in its entirety. 

                                                         ~Jessica Schulte 
 

 
ACT 1/5 

 
Term/Meaning Entymology Context/Usage -  Act.Scene

Page# 
Unedifying adj: 
not having the 
result of 
improving 
morality 

Edify: 1300-1350, Middle 
English edifien or Old 
French edifier from the 
Latin, “to build” 

“It’s been a most unedifying visit: 
nobody listens to a word I say.” – 
MME PERNELLE 
 

(1.1.9) 

Impertinent 
adj: 
unconnected, 
unrelated, not to 
the point 

From Old French 
impertinent (14c.)  
Sense of "rudely bold" is 
1680s, from earlier sense 
of "not appropriate to the 
situation," probably 
modeled on similar use in 
French, especially by 
Molière, from notion of 
meddling with what is 
beyond one's proper 
sphere. 

“You, my girl, are nothing but a 
maid with far too much to say 
and most of that impertinent; we 
don’t need your opinion.” – MME 
PERNELLE  
 

(1.1.9) 

Buffoon n: 
clown 

1580s, from Middle French 
bouffon (16c.), from Italian 
buffone "jester.” 

“There’s a word for you, my boy: 
buffoon.” – MME PERNELLE  
 

(1.1.9) 

Amiss  v: off the 
mark, wrong, to 
misinterpret in a 
bad sense. 

Mid-13c. literally “fail to 
hit,”or "to miss the 
meaning of.”  

“Now, dear, don’t take this amiss, 
but everything you do is simply 
wrong. –MME PERNELLE  
 

(1.1.10) 
 



Late adj, adv: 
deceased 

Old English læt "occurring 
after the customary or 
expected time," 
-The sense of "deceased" 
(as in the late Mrs. Smith) 
is from late 15c., from an 
adverbial sense of "recently 

“As their late mother never failed 
to do.” – MME PERNELLE  
 

(1.1.10) 

Clothes-horse 
n: upright 
wooden frame 
used for hanging 
clothes to dry 
 

Also clothes horse, 1788, 
from clothes + horse (n.). 
Figurative sense of "person 
whose sole function seems 
to be to show off clothes" is 
1850. 

“A woman who wants just to 
please her husband has no 
business parading like a clothes-
horse.”  
– MME PERNELLE  
 

(1.1.12) 

Barred v: 
driven from, 
blocked from 
entry 
Bar n: anything 
that obstructs 

c. 1300-1350, Middle 
English, a metal or wooden 
obstruction for a 
mechanical purpose 

“Even if you were my brother, 
you’d be barred the house.” – 
MME PERNELLE   
 

(1.1.10) 

Frank adj: 
outspoken  

c.1300, "free, liberal, 
generonus," from Old 
French franc "free (not 
servile), sincere, genuine, 
open, gracious; worthy" 
(12c.), from Medieval Latin 
Franc "a freeman, a 
Frank.”  
-Sense of "outspoken" first 
recorded in English 1540s. 

“Perhaps I’ve been to frank.” – 
MME PERNELLE  
 

(1.1.10) 
 

Sanctimoniou
s adj: 
hypocritical 
show of 
righteousness 

c.1600 (in "Measure for 
Measure," with the 
disparaging sense "making 
a show of sanctity, 
affecting an appearance of 
holiness.”)  
-The un-ironic, literal 
sense was used 
occasionally in English 
from c.1600 to c.1800.  

“Some sanctimonious faker seizes 
power, and I’m supposed to lie 
back and enjoy it.” – DAMIS  
 

(1.1.10) 

Turkey-cock n: 
gobbler 
 

1737, "turkey cock," as "one 
who eats greedily" 1755, 
from “gobble.” 

“No one is allowed the simplest 
pleasure without permission from 
this turkey-cock!” - DAMIS  

(1.1.10) 

Fiver n: five-
pound note 

1843, from five+-er. “Whose whole wardrobe wasn’t 
worth a fiver.” –DORINE  

(1.1.11) 

Pious adj: 
devout 

Mid-15c., from Latin pius 
"dutiful, devout, 
conscientious, religious; 
faithful to kindred; 
inspired by friendship, 
prompted by natural 
affections.” 

“You’d all be better off, if you 
submitted to his pious will!” – 
MME PERNELLE  
 

(1.1.11) 



Vouch  v: to 
support as being 
true, guarantee 

1520s, originally 
"summoning of a person 
into court to warrant the 
title to a property, a calling 
to vouch.”  
-Meaning "receipt from a 
business transaction" first 
attested 1690s; sense of 
"document which can be 
exchanged for goods or 
services" from 1947. 

“I can’t vouch for his servant.” – 
MME PERNELLE  
  

(1.1.11) 

Criterion n: a 
rule for 
evaluating 

1660s, from Latinized form 
of Greek kriterion "means 
for judging, standard," 
from krites "judge.”  
-Used in English as a 
Greek word from 1610s. 

“His sole criterion is what’s good 
for Heaven.” – MME PERNELLE  
 

(1.1.11) 

Imbicile, 
imbecile adj: 
someone who is 
absurd, stupid or 
silly. 

1540s, imbecille "weak, 
feeble" (especially in 
reference to the body), 
from Middle French  
-Sense shifted to mental 
weakness from mid-18c. As 
a noun, "feeble-minded 
person," it is attested from 
1802 (above an idiot but 
beneath a moron). 

“For fear of what some imbicile 
might say, you had to give up all 
your closest friends.” – 
CLÉANTE  

(1.1.12) 
 

Runs us down 
v: criticizes 

English idiom “I know who runs us down 
behind our backs.” – CLÉANTE  

(1.1.12) 

Ludicrous adj: 
ridiculous, 
laughable 

c. 16c, “grotesque or 
comical gesture," from 
Italian antico, , later 
extended to "any bizarre 
thing or behavior," in 
which sense it first arrived 
in English: “ludicrous 
behavior," 1520s. 
-Sense of "ridiculous" is 
attested from 1782.  

“It’s always the most ludicrously 
guilty, who are the first in line 
accusing others.” –DORINE  
 

(1.1.12) 

Batten v: to 
fatten 

1590s, probably 
representing an English 
dialectal survival of Old 
Norse batna "improve,” "to 
become better, avail, 
benefit," Old English bet 
"better;"  

“They never miss an opportunity 
to batten on the slightest hint of 
friendship.” –DORINE 
 

(1.1.12) 

Lurid adj: 
revolting, 
gruesome 

1650s, from Latin luridus 
"pale yellow, ghastly.”  
-The figurative sense of 
"sensational" is first 
attested 1850.  

“Painting others’ deeds in lurid 
colours.” – DORINE  

(1.1.12) 



Intrigue n: to 
accomplish or 
force by crafty 
plotting or 
underhand 
machinations. 
Pl: their 
“schemes,” or 
”plots” to that 
effect. 

1610s, "to trick, deceive, 
cheat" from French 
intriguer (16c.), from 
Italian intrigare "to plot, 
meddle," from Latin 
intricare "entangle.”  
-Meaning "to plot or 
scheme" first recorded 
1714; that of "to excite 
curiosity" is from 1894.  

“Hope, in vain, to whitewash 
their intrigues.” – DORINE  
 

(1.1.12) 

Salon n: 
reception room 
in a large house 

1690s, "large room or 
apartment in a palace or 
great house," from French 
salon "reception room" 
(17c.).  
-Meaning "gathering of 
fashionable people" first 
recorded 1888  
-Meaning "establishment 
for hairdressing and 
beauty care" is from 1913. 

“She strongly disapproves of your 
salon.” – MME PERNELLE  
 

(1.1.12) 

Austerity n: 
severity of 
manner 

Mid-14c., "sternness, 
harshness," from Old 
French, "harshness, 
cruelty" (14c.)  
-Of severe self-discipline, 
from 1580s; hence "severe 
simplicity" (1875); applied 
during World War II to 
national policies limiting 
non-essentials as a 
wartime economy. 
 

“She may personify austerity, but 
what inspires her zeal is called 
old age.” – DORINE  
 

(1.1.12) 

Wile n: trick, 
tool meant to 
entice 

Late 14c., "to deceive.” Late 
Old English, 
wil:"stratagem, trick, sly 
artifice.” Lighter sense of 
"amorous or playful trick" 
is from c.1600. 

“These are the standard wiles of 
ageing flirts.” – DORINE  
 

(1.1.13) 

Puritan Code 
n: Strict rules 
governing 
religious practice 
and moral 
conduct 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Puritan - 1560s, 
"opponent of Anglican 
hierarchy.” 
-After c.1590s, applied to 
anyone deemed overly 
strict in matters of religion 
and morals. 
Code - c.1300, "systematic 
compilation of laws," from 
Old French code "system of 
laws, law-book" (13c.) 
 

“The Puritan code of these good 
ladies 
implacably finds fault with 
everything.” –DORINE 
 

(1.1.13) 
 



Implacable 
adj: not to be 
passified 

Early 15c. from Old French 
implacable, from Latin 
implacabilis 
"unappeasable.” 

Benevolence n: 
charitableness 

c.1400, "disposition to do 
good," from Old French 
benivolence and directly 
from Latin benevolentia 
"good feeling, good will, 
kindness.” 

“Not from benevolence but 
stirred by envy.” – DORINE 
 

(1.1.13) 
 

Holding forth 
v: to detain or 
carry on as in 
“hold a meeting.” 

Early 14c., exhibit: "action 
of displaying," from Old 
French,"to show," literally 
"hold out, hold forth,"  

“No one gets a word in edgeways, 
because of madam holding forth 
all day.” – MME PERNELLE 

(1.1.13) 
 
 

Slander n: 
defamation, 
malicious or 
false statement 

Late 13c, "state of impaired 
reputation, disgrace or 
dishonor;" c.1300, "a false 
tale; the fabrication and 
dissemination of false 
tales," from Anglo-French 
esclaundre, Old French 
esclandre "scandalous 
statement.”  

“Often as not slanders left and 
right.” 
 –MME PERNELLE 

(1.1.13) 
 

Whipped up 
adj: to beat, urge 
or force. 

Found in flip: “sailors' hot 
drink usually containing 
beer, brandy and sugar, 
1690s, from flip (v.); so 
called from notion of it 
being "whipped up" or 
beaten.” 

“Dozens of rumours whipped up 
out of nothing.” –MME 
PERNELLE 
 
 

(1.1.13) 
 

Pithy adj: brief, 
meaningful in 
expression 
 
 

Early 14c., "strong, 
vigorous," meaning "full of 
substance or significance" 
is from 1520s; literal 
meaning "full of pith" not 
attested until 1560s.  

“As a friend of mine, theologist, 
put it so pithily the other day: in 
the Tower of Babel, babble’s what 
you get.” – MME PERNELLE 
 

(1.2.14) 

Snigger v: sly or 
disrespectful 
laugh 

1706, variant form of 
snicker (v.). As a noun 
from 1823. 

“I don’t know what he’s 
sniggering about.”                          
–MME PERNELLE 

(1.2.14) 
 

Gawk v: to 
gape, stare 
stupidly 
 
 
Slut n: an 
immoral woman  

1785, American English, 
perhaps from gaw, a 
survival from Middle 
English gowen "to stare" 
(c.1200). 
c.1400, "a dirty, slovenly, 
or untidy woman.” Also "a 
kitchen maid, a drudge" 
(mid-15c.; hard pieces in a 
bread loaf from imperfect 
kneading were called slut's 
pennies, 18c.).  

“Wake up, don’t gawk at me! My 
goodness me, I’ll box your ears 
for you…you slut!”                           
– MME PERNELLE 
 

(1.2.14) 
 



Besotted adj: 
intoxication or 
infatuated 

1570s, “affect with a foolish 
manifestation.” 

“She seems quite besotted with 
Tartuffe!” – CLÉANTE 
 

(1.2.14) 
 

The Troubles Early 17th c. religious wars 
between Catholics and 
Huguenots 

“During the troubles he was very 
brave.” – DORINE 

(1.2.14) 
 

Oracle n: an 
agent 
transmitting a 
divine message, 
prophet 

Late 14c., "a message from 
a god, expressed by divine 
inspiration," from Old 
French oracle "temple, 
house of prayer; oracle" 
(12c.)  

“Every word he says is like an 
oracle.” –DORINE 

(1.2.15) 
 

Exploit v: to use 
especially for a 
profit 
 
 
 
Bogus adj: 
sham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Swindle v: to 
cheat 

c.1400 "to accomplish, 
achieve, fulfill," from Old 
French. The sense of "use 
selfishly" first recorded 
1838, from French. 
 
838, "counterfeit money, 
spurious coin," American 
English, apparently from a 
slang word applied 
(according to some sources 
first in Ohio in 1827) to a 
counterfeiter's apparatus. 
 
1782, back-formation from 
swindler, "cheater." As a 
noun, "act of swindling," 
from 1833. 

“He…knows how to exploit and 
dazzle him with every bogus 
swindle in the book.” – DORINE 

(1.2.15) 

Weedle v: to 
influence by 
flattery 
 
 
 
 
Cant n: 
insincere talk 

1660s, of uncertain origin, 
perhaps connected with 
Old English wædlian "to 
beg," from wædl "poverty" 
[OED], or borrowed by 
English soldiers in the 17c. 
 
1709, earlier it was slang 
for "whining of beggars" 
(1640s), from the verb in 
this sense (1560s), from 
Old North French canter 
(Old French chanter) "to 
sing, chant.”  

“He wheedles money when he 
feels like it, by turning on his 
sanctimonious cant.” –DORINE 
 

 
(1.2.15) 
 

Rogue v: any of 
a variety of red 
cosmetics for 
cheeks and lips 
 
 
 

1753, in cosmetic sense, 
"blush," from French 
rouge "red coloring 
matter," noun use of 
adjective "red" (12c.) 
 
 

“He…throws away our rouge and 
beauty spots.” – DORINE 
 

(1.2.15) 
 



Beauty spots n: 
a tiny, mole-like 
patch on the face 
to off-set fairness 
of skin 

1600-1650 

The Lives of 
the Saints n: 
revered Catholic 
book 

Illustrious text describing 
the lives of the Catholic 
Saints and devotionals and 
life lessons 

“The brute found my lace bib 
between two pages of The Lives 
of the Saints.”– DORINE 
 

(1.2.15) 
 

Brace of 
partridge n: the 
meat of the arm 
or wing 
 
 
 
Mutton n: flesh 
of sheep used as 
food 

Early 14c., "piece of armor 
for the arms," also "thong, 
strap for fastening," from 
Old French brace, braz 
"arms," also "length 
measured by two arms" 
 
Late 13c., from Old French 
moton "mutton; ram, 
wether, sheep." 

“He…ate…most religiously, a 
brace of partridge, followed by a 
leg of mutton.” – DORINE 
 

(1.4.17) 

Repaired v: 
"went" (to a 
place) 

c.1300, from Old French 
repairer "to frequent, 
return (to one's country).” 

“Pleasantly weary feeling and 
repaired directly from the table to 
his room.” –DORINE 

(1.4.17) 
 

Bled v: 
surgically 
draining blood to 
remove fever 

Old English bledan "to let 
blood," in Middle English 
and after, "to let blood 
from surgically;" also "to 
emit blood.” 

“We finally persuaded her 
to be bled, and she felt better at 
once.” 
 

(1.4.17) 

Tumbler n: a 
stemless 
drinking glass 

1660sm "drinking glass" 
with rounded or pointed 
bottom which would cause 
it to "tumble;" thus it could 
not be set down until it was 
empty. 

“Drank four large tumblersful of 
wine for breakfast.” –DORINE 
 

(1.4.18) 
 

Grotesque adj: 
odd or unnatural 
in character, 
fantastically 
absurd 

c.1600s. Word first used of 
paintings found on the 
walls Roman ruins. 
Originally "fanciful, 
fantastic," sense became 
pejorative after mid-18c.  

“I’ve never heard of such 
grotesque behavior.” – CLÉANTE 
 

(1.5.18) 
 

Humanitarian 
n: having 
concern for or 
helping to 
improve the 
welfare and 
happiness of 
people. 

1794, a Christian 
theological position. Sense 
of related to ethical 
benevolence attested by 
1838. 
-Meaning "philanthropist, 
one who advocates or 
practices human action to 
solve social problems" is 
from 1842 

“I see, he’s a humanitarian.” – 
CLÉANTE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(1.5.19) 
 



Fervour n: 
great warmth or 
earnestness of 
feeling 

Mid-14c., "warmth or glow 
of feeling," from Old 
French fervor (Modern 
French ferveur) "heat, 
enthusiasm, ardor, 
passion.” 

“You’ve no idea, the furvour of 
the man.” –ORGON 
 

(1.5.19) 

Pantomime n: 
drama or play 
without words 

1610s, "mime actor," from 
Latin pantomimus "mime, 
dancer," from Greek 
pantomimos "actor," 
literally "imitator of all.” 
-Meaning "drama or play 
without words" first 
recorded 1735. The English 
dramatic performances so 
called, with words and 
songs and stock characters, 
are attested by this name 
from 1739; said to have 
originated c.1717.  

“You must be mad, you think this 
pantomime…” –CLÉANTE 
 

(1.5.20) 
 

Atheism n: 
doctrine that 
there is no God 
 
 
Tainted adj: to 
bear a trace of 
something bad 

1580s, from French 
athéisme (16c.), from 
Greek atheos "without 
god.”  
 
1570s, "to corrupt, 
contaminate," also "to 
touch, tinge, imbue 
slightly" (1590s). 

“What you’re saying smacks of 
atheism. You’re tainted with it.” –
ORGON 
 

(1.5.20) 
 

Affectation n: 
the pretense of 
actual possession 

"studied display," 1540s, 
from French affectation 
(16c.) or directly from 
Latin affectationem, "a 
striving after, a claiming.” 

“You can’t make me a slave of 
affectation.” – CLÉANTE 

(1.5.20) 
 

Notch v: cut, slit 
 
Prestige n: 
reputation or 
influence arising 
from success 

Middle English ochen "to 
cut, slash" (c.1400). 
 
1650s, "trick," from French 
prestige (16c.)  
-Sense of "dazzling 
influence" first applied 
1815, to Napoleon. 

“Trying to notch up credit and 
prestige.” – CLÉANTE 

(1.5.20) 

Zeal n: 
passionate ardor 
in pursuit of an 
objective or 
course of action 

Late 14c., from Old French 
zel.  

“Those abnormally zealous ones.” 
– CLÉANTE 

(1.5.21) 
 

Ardent adj: 
burning, zealous 

Early 14c, from Old 
French. 

“Making demands between each 
ardent prayer.” – CLÉANTE 
 
 

(1.5.21) 



Vice n: moral 
fault, wickedness 
 
Vindictive adj: 
inclined to 
revenge. 

c. 1300 from Old French, 
“false, failing.” 
 
1610, from Latin vindicta 
"revenge." 

“Whose faith’s adjustable to fit 
their vices, who are disloyal, fleet, 
vindictive, cunning.” – CLÉANTE 
 

(1.5.21) 

Brazen adj: 
bold, shameless 

The figurative sense: 
"hardened in effrontery" is 
1570s  

“Can brazenly disguise their 
fierce resentments.” – CLÉANTE 
 

(1.5.22) 

Consecrated 
adj: made holy 

Late 14c., "smeared with 
oil," anointed 

“Aims at our hearts a consecrated 
sword,” – CLÉANTE 

(1.5.22) 

Censorious 
adj: fond of 
criticizing 

1530s "pertaining to a 
censor," also "rigid, 
severe.” 

“They’re not censorious.” – 
CLÉANTE 
 

(1.5.22) 

Evasiveness 
adj: tending to 
avoid, evade 

1725, from French évasif. “What is all this evasiveness?” – 
CLÉANTE 

(1.5.22) 

 

 
 

ACT 2/5 
Term/Meaning Entymology Context/Usage -  Act.Scene

Page# 
Chronic adj: 
haitual 

Early 15c, of diseases, 
"lasting a long time," from 
Middle French chronique.  

“Suffering from chronic 
curiousity?” –ORGON 
 

(2.2.26) 

Bigot n: utterly 
intolerant person  

1590s, sanctimonious 
person, religious hypocrite. 

“Your daughter isn’t cut our for a 
bigot.” –DORINE 

(2.2.27) 

Renounce v: to 
give up by formal 
declaration 
 
Temporal adj: 
earthly 

14c. "action of renouncing” 
 
 
 
Late 14c., "worldly, 
secular;" also "terrestrial, 
earthly; temporary, lasting 
only for a time” 

“He’s poor through voluntary 
renunciation and his pure 
indifference to temporal things.” 
–ORGON 
 

(2.2.28) 

Self-effacing n: 
humbling  
 
 
 
Rampant adj: 
raging, furious 

15c., from Middle French 
effacer,"to wipe out, 
destroy," literally "to 
remove the face," from. 
 
Late 14c, "fierce, 
ravenous,” from Old 
French, "to climb, scale, 
mount.” 

“The self-effacing rules of piety 
hardly accommodate rampant 
ambition.” –DORINE 
 

(2.2.28) 
 

Freethinker n: 
libertine 

First recorded 1560s, 
meaning "dissolute or 
licentious person" - liberal 

“I suspect he may be a 
freethinker.” –ORGON 
 

(2.2.29) 



Cuckhold n: 
historically 
referred to a 
husband with an 
adulterous wife. 

Mid-13c, from Old French 
cucuault, (cuckoo bird). So 
called from the female 
bird's alleged habit of 
changing mates, or her 
authentic habit of leaving 
eggs in another bird's nest.  

“A cuckold, for example.” –
DORINE 
 

(2.2.29) 

Insolence n: 
rude or arrogant 
lack of respect 
 
Goad v: drive or 
urge 

Late 14c., from Latin 
insolentia "unusualness, 
haughtiness, arrogance.” 
 
A stick for prodding cattle. 
1570s, earliest use is 
figurative.  

“Her insolence has goaded me to 
frenzy.” –ORGON 
 

(2.2.31) 

Stave off v: 
ward off 

1660s,  literally "keep off 
with a staff," as of one 
beset by wolves or dogs.  

“Anything to stave off a threat 
like this.” –DORINE 
 

(2.3.32) 
 

Florid adj: 
strikingly 
beautiful 

1640s, flourishing, as a 
flower, from Latin floridus 
"flowery, in bloom.”  
Sense of "ruddy" is first 
recorded 1640s. Meaning 
"profusely adorned, as with 
flowers," is from 1650s. 

“That nice florid face.” –DORINE (2.3.34) 

Elation n: 
inordinate self-
esteem, 
arrogance, 
especially self-
satisfaction over 
one's accompl-
ishments or 
qualities 

Late 14c., " (early 15c.), 
from Old French elacion 
"elation, conceit, 
arrogance, vanity.” 
Metaphoric sense of "a 
lifting of spirits" was in 
Latin and has always been 
the principal meaning in 
English. More positive 
sense of "buoyancy, 
joyfulness" is from 1750 in 
English. 

“Can you imagine the elation?” -
DORINE 

(2.3.34) 

Addresses n: 
place of 
residence 
 

1530s, "dutiful or 
courteous approach, from 
French adresse. Sense of 
"superscription of a letter" 
is from 1712 and led to the 
meaning "place of 
residence" (1888). 

“You’ll be taken to all the best 
addresses.” –DORINE  

(2.3.34) 
 

Bailiff n: 
administrative 
official, deputy 

Mid-13c., from Old French 
bailiff: public 
administrator of a district 
or an officer under a 
sheriff. 

“Welcomed…by…the bailiff’s 
wife, the wife of JP.” –DORINE 
 

(2.3.34) 

Village fête n: a 
community 
event, party 

 1700s, from French fête 
“party.”  
 

“Then there’s the villiage fête to 
look forward to…” – DORINE  

(2.3.34) 



Organ-grinder 
n: organist 
 
 
Punch and 
Judy show n: 
traditional 
puppet comedy 
show 
 

“Organist” is first recorded 
1590s; organ-grinder is 
attested from 1806. 
 
Roots in 16-century 
commedia dell’arte, 
comedy act based on the 
stock character of a 
boisterous, blundering 
yokel. 

Consolation n: 
comfort, solace 

Late 14c., from Old French 
consolacion, "solace, 
comfort; delight, pleasure.” 
Consolation prize is 
recorded from 1886. 

“Let it be my ready consolation.” 
–MARIANE 
 

(2.3.35) 
 

Martyrdom n: 
extreme 
suffering 

Old English, in Christian 
use "martyr," literally 
"witness.” General sense of 
"constant sufferer" is from 
1550s.  

“If I’m to undergo this 
martyrdom…It’s going to be the 
death of me.” –MARIANE 
 

(2.3.35) 
 

Forestall v: to 
thwart by action 
in advance 
 

Late 14c.,"to lie in wait 
for;" also "to intercept 
goods before they reach 
public markets and buy 
them privately" (formerly a 
crime; mid-14c. in this 
sense in Anglo-French). 
Modern sense of "to 
anticipate and delay" is 
from 1580s.  

“I may manage to forestall your 
plan.” –VALÉRE 
 

(2.4.37) 

Mettle n: stuff 
of which a 
person is made 

1580s, variant spelling of 
metal, both forms used 
interchangeably (by 
Shakespeare and others) in 
the literal sense (i.e. 
courage) 

“Beign abandoned puts us on our 
mettle.” – VALÉRE  

(2.4.37) 
 

Row n: noisy 
commotion 

1746, Cambridge 
University slang, of 
uncertain origin, perhaps 
related to rousel "drinking 
bout" (c.1600). 

“Have you gone mad to start this 
kind of row?” –DORINE 

(2.4.39) 
 

Omen n:  
 
 
+Broken Mirror 
 
+Dreams of 
muddy water 

1580s, from Latin omen 
"foreboding.” 
 
Denotes bad luck 
 
Suggests wallowing in 
negative emotions 

“You can…come across bad 
omens.” –DORINE 
 

(2.4.41) 
 

 



ACT 3/5 
 

Scotch v: to 
stamp out, crush 

1825, earlier "make 
harmless for a time" (1798; 
a sense that derives from 
an uncertain reading of 
"Macbeth" III.ii.13). 

“I must scotch this swine’s plots.” 
–DAMIS 

(3.1.43) 
 

Indulgence n: a 
catering to 
someone’s mood 
or whim 

Sense of "gratification of 
another's desire or humor" 
is attested from late 14c.  

“He’s always indulgent, perhaps 
he’s even smitten with her.” –
DORINE 
 

(3.1.43) 
 

Short fuse n: 
quick temper 

Short fuse in figurative 
sense first attested 1968. 

“We all know what a short fuse 
you’re on.” –DORINE  

(3.1.44) 
 

Hair shirt n: a 
shirt made of 
haircloth 
 
Birch n: a rod 
for whipping 

1680s, formerly worn by 
penitents and ascetics 
(severely holy men). 
 
Meaning from Old English, 
1640s led to verb meaning 
"to flog" (1830) 

“My hair shirt, Laurent, please 
put it away.” – TARTUFFE  
 

(3.2.44)  

Posturing adj: 
unnatural 
attitude 
 
 
 
Humbug n: the 
quality of 
falseness or 
deception, 
devoid of sense 

1620s, literal, from 
posture. The figurative 
sense of "take up an 
artificial mental position" 
is attested from 1877.  
 
1751, student slang, "trick, 
jest, hoax, deception.” 

“Posturing Humbug!” –DORINE 
 

(3.2.44) 
 

Perpetual adj: 
everlasting 
 
Suppliant n:  

mid-14c., from Old French 
perpetuel "without end.” 
 
Sense of "humble 
petitioner" from mid-16c.  

“May God…grant you perpetual 
health…that’s His humblest 
suppliant’s prayer!” –TARTUFFE 
 

(3.3.45) 
 
 

Object n: 
thing/person/obj
ect to which a 
thought or action 
is directed 
 
Convalescence 
n: gradual 
recovery  

Latin, 14c., Sense of "thing 
aimed at.” 
 
 
 
 
Late 15c., from Middle 
French, "regaining of 
health." 

“Their sole object has been your 
speedy convalescence.”                   
–TARTUFFE 
 

(3.3.46) 
 

Confide 
v: to impart 
secrets 

Mid-15c., "to trust or have 
faith," from Latin. 
Meaning "to share a secret 
with" is from 1735 

“I thought we could just have a 
conversation in which you’d feel 
you might confide in me.”             
–ELMIRE 

(3.3.46) 
 



Pine v: to yearn 
deeply 
 
 

Old English "to torture, 
torment, afflict, cause to 
suffer.” Modern meaning 
first recorded ca. 14c. 

“Frankly, that’s not the happiness 
I’m pining for.” –TARTUFFE 
 

(3.3.47) 
 

Preclude v: to 
make impossible 

1610s, from Latin 
praecludere "to close, shut 
off; hinder, impede.” 

“The love we feel for eternal 
beauties doesn’t preclude a love 
for what is temporal.” –
TARTUFFE 

(3.3.47) 
 

Succumb v: to 
surrender, yield 
 
 

Late 15c., from Old French, 
"succumb, die, lose one's 
(legal) case," and directly 
from Latin, "be overcome; 
sink down; lie under; 
cohabit with." 

“Our senses can easily succumb 
under the spell of God’s perfect 
creations.” -TARTUFFE 
 

(3.3.47) 
 

Subterfuge n: 
trick used to 
escape 
 
 
Jeopardize v: 
to put in 
jeopardy or peril 

1570s, from Middle French 
subterfuge (14c.) or 
directly from Medieval 
Latin "to flee by stealth.” 
 
c.1300, from Old French. 
Originally "a stratagem;" 
sense of "danger, risk" is 
late 14c. 

“I was afraid this secret passion 
was a cunning subterfuge of the 
Prince of Darkness…you might 
jeopardize my salvation.” -
TARTUFFE 
 

(3.3.47) 
 

Gallant adj: 
noble-minded 
 

Mid-15c, Old French 
galant "courteous," earlier 
"amusing, entertaining; 
lively, bold" (14c.). Sense of 
"politely attentive to 
women" was adopted 17c.  

“Well, that’s a very gallant 
declaration.” -ELMIRE 
 

(3.3.48) 
 

Relflect v: to 
think, ponder 

From French, of mirrors, 
early 15c. Meaning "to turn 
one's thoughts back on" is 
c.1600. 

“You ought to have reflected a 
little and held back.” –ELMIRE 

(3.3.48) 
 

Tribulations n: 
severe trial or 
suffering 

c.1200, from Old 
French,"distress, trouble, 
affliction."  

“Show some favour to your 
unworthy servant’s tribulations.” 
-TARTUFFE 

(3.3.48) 
 

Prodigy n: 
something 
marvelous 

15c, from Latin, “strange, 
wonderful, marvelous, 
unnatural," 

“Offer me relief, delicious 
prodigy.” –TARTUFFE 
 

(3.3.48) 
 

Notoriety n: 
well-known 

1590s, from Middle French 
notoriété or Latin, 
notorious. 

“You’d run no risk of notoriety.” 
–TARTUFFE  

(3.3.49) 
 

Libertine n: 
person who is 
morally or 
sexually 
unrestrained 

Late 14c., "a freedman, an 
emancipated slave.” 
Meaning "dissolute or 
licentious person" first 
recorded 1590s; the 
darkening of meaning 
being perhaps due to 
misunderstanding of Latin. 

“These libertines the ladies so 
admire at court are ostentatious.” 
–TARTUFFE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(3.3.49) 
 



Eloquence n: 
the art of using 
language with 
fluency  
 
Unambiguous 
adj: clear, not 
ambiguous 

Late 14c., from Old French 
eloquence (12c "to speak" 
 
 
 
Ambiguous: 1520s, from 
Latin, "having double 
meaning, shifting, 
changeable, doubtful," 

“Your eloquence is ambiguous 
enough.” –ELMIRE 
 

(3.3.49) 
 

Exonerate 
v: free one of 
guilt 

Mid-15c., from Latin, 
"remove a burden, 
discharge, unload.” 

“My recklessness…you will 
exonerate as human weakness.”  
–TARTUFFE 

(3.3.49) 
 

Hubris n: 
excessive pride 

1884, "wanton violence, 
insolence," "presumption 
toward the gods." 

“Heaven led me there to crush 
the hubris of a treacherous 
enemy.” –DAMIS 

(3.4.50) 

Insolent adj: 
disrespectful 
 
Disabuse v: to 
free from 
deception or 
error 

Late 14c., "contemptuous, 
arrogant, haughty.” 
 
1610, release from misuse 
 

“Revenge against his insolent 
hypocrisy, the means to disabuse 
my father.” –DAMIS 

(3.4.50) 
 

Reprieve n: a 
delay of 
impending 
punishment 

1570s, reprive, "take back 
to prison." Meaning "to 
suspend an impending 
execution" is recorded 
from 1590s; this sense 
evolved because being sent 
back to prison was the 
alternative to being 
executed. 

“Try to be worthy of my reprieve.” 
-ELMIRE 

(3.4.50) 
 

Upheaval n: 
strong 
disturbance or 
change 

1834 in reference to 
convulsions in society. 

“His (tricks)…have caused too 
many upheavals in this house.”    
–DAMIS 

(3.4.50) 

Providential 
adj: occurring at 
a fortunate time, 
involving divine 
intervention 

1610s, "pertaining to 
foresight.” 1640s as 
"pertaining to divine 
providence," recorded 
from 1719. 

“It’s far too providential to be 
missed.” –DAMIS 

(3.4.50) 
 

Discretion n: 
freedom of 
judgment or 
choice 
 

c.1300,"moral 
discernment," from Old 
French discrecion 
"discernment, power to 
make distinctions," 

“You know her gentleness and 
her discretion.” -DAMIS 

(3.5.51) 
 

Trivial adj: 
commonplace 

1580-1590, “ordinary, 
insignificant, trifling"  

“I don’t think one should ever 
ruin a husband’s peace of mind 
for trivial reasons.” –ELMIRE 

(3.5.51) 
 

Iniquity n: 
wicked act 
 

Meaning "evil, wickedness" 
is from late 14c. from Old 
French iniquité 

“I am…a wicked sinner sunk in 
iniquity.” –TARTUFFE 

(3.6.52) 
 



Delinquent n: 
guilty of a 
misdeed 

Late 15c., from Middle 
French,"to fail; be wanting, 
fall short; offend," 

“Throw me on the street like 
some delinquent.” –TARTUFFE 

(3.6.52) 
 

Fabricate v: to 
devise (lie) 
 
 
 
 
Blot v: to stain 
 

Mid-15c., "to fashion, 
make, build," from Latin. 
In bad sense of "tell a lie 
(etc.)," it is recorded by 
1779. 
 
Late 14c., originally 
"blemish," Old French 

 “How dare you fabricate this lie 
and try to blot his purity?”            
–ORGON 

(3.6.52) 
 

Degenerate n: 
a person who has 
declined from 
approval 

Late 15c.,"to be inferior to 
one's ancestors, to become 
unlike one's race or kind, 
fall from ancestral quality.” 

“Call me...degenerate.”                   
–TARTUFFE 

(3.6.53) 

Expiation n: 
atonement 
 

Early 15c. via Middle 
French,"satisfaction, make 
amends for." 

“I welcome this disgrace in 
expiation of my life of crime.”      
–TARTUFFE 

(3.6.53) 

Gallows-bird 
n: person 
destined to 
swing in a noose 
or halter 

1550s, applied humorously 
to mischievous children 

“Be quiet, you gallows-bird!”       
–ORGON 

(3.6.52) 
 

Louse n: 
contemptible, 
unethical person 
 

"parasitic insect infecting 
human hair and skin," Old 
English. Slang meaning 
"obnoxious person" is from 
1630s. 

“You louse!” –ORGON (3.6.53) 

Hound v: to 
harass constantly 
 

1520s, “hunt with hounds.” 
Sense of "pursue 
relentlessly" is first 
recorded c.1600. 

“My wife, my children, my 
servants hound him.” –ORGON 

(3.6.53) 
 

Annihilate v: 
destroy 
 

1520s, from an obsolete 
adjective meaning 
"reduced to nothing.” 

“To annihilate my family’s 
arrogance, I’m going to give my 
daughter to him.” –ORGON 

(3.6.54) 
 

Unscrupulous 
adj: lacking 
principles 

1850, lacking conscience or 
morality 

“Me ask this unscrupulous 
fake…?” –DAMIS 

(3.6.54) 
 

Ruffian n: 
bully, lawless 
person 

1530s, "a boisterous, brutal 
fellow ready to commit any 
crime," from Mid-French. 

“So you refuse, you ruffian.”         
–ORGON 

(3.6.54) 

Gaolbird n: a 
convict, esp 
repeatedly. 

1610s, based on an image 
of a caged bird. 

“I hereby disinherit you, you 
gaolbird.” –ORGON 
 

(3.6.55) 

Dissension n: 
disagreement, 
difference of 
opinion. 

early 14c., from Old French 
dissension, “discord, 
strife.” 

“It’s time we put an end to these 
dissensions.” –TARTUFFE 

(3.7.55) 

Delude v: 
mislead 
 

c.1400, from Latin 
deludere "to play false; to 
mock, deceive.” 

“A wife can easily delude her 
husband.” –TARTUFFE 

(3.7.56) 
 



Forthwith adv: 
immediately 
 

Old English, forth+with, 
"forward, onward," 

“If I were to leave here forthwith, 
they’d have no grounds for these 
attacks.” –TARTUFFE 

(3.7.56) 
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Animus n: 
strong dislike, 
hostile attitude 

1820, "temper" (usually in 
a hostile sense), from Latin 
animus "rational soul, 
mind, life, mental powers; 
courage, desire.” 

“I have no animus against him.” 
–TARTUFFE 
 

(4.1.57) 

Infer v: to judge 
from evidence 
 
 
Expedience n: 
regard for what 
is politic rather 
than for what is 
right or just. 

Sense of "draw a 
conclusion" is first attested 
1520s. 
 
Mid-15c., "advantage, 
benefit," from Old French, 
sense of self-interest. 

“God knows what might not be 
inferred! I might be accused of 
pure expedience.” –TARTUFFE 

(4.1.57) 

Clandestine 
adj: 
characterized by, 
concealment, 
especially for 
purposes of 
deception 

1560s, from Latin 
clandestinus "secret, 
hidden.” 

“I could in some clandestine way 
pay for his silence.” –TARTUFFE 

(4.1.58) 
 

Specious adj: 
apparently good 
or right but 
lacking real 
merit 

late 14c., "pleasing to the 
sight, fair," also "showy, 
pretended, plausible, 
specious," 

“These are just so many specious 
excuses.” – CLÉANTE 

(4.1.58) 

Tortuous adj: 
full of twists and 
turns, indirect 

Late 14c., Old French 
tortuos, from Latin 
torquere "to twist, wring, 
distort." 

“Your reasoning is far too 
tortuous.” – CLÉANTE 

(4.1.58) 

Chastise v: 
discipline, 
criticize 

c.1300, from Old French 
"to warn, advise, instruct; 
admonish; punish.” 

“Does He need your help to 
chastise the guilty?” – CLÉANTE 

(4.1.58) 
 

Acquiesce v: 
submit or 
comply silently 
 

1610s, from Middle French 
"to become quiet, remain 
at rest.” Meaning "silent 
consent" is recorded from 
1640s. 

“There is a commandment that 
says you should acquiesce in this 
mad whim of his father’s.”             
- CLÉANTE 

(4.1.58) 
 

Illusory adj: 
unreal 
 

1590s, from French 
"ironical, of a mocking 
character," 

“I’m not one to be dazzled by 
their illusory glow.” –TARTUFFE 
 

(4.1.58) 
 



Frustrate v: to 
make plans 
worthless 
 
Abominable 
adj: detestable 

Mid-15c., from Latin "to 
deceive, disappoint, 
frustrate." 
 
Mid 14c, Middle French, 
"deserving abhorrence." 

“Let’s try our best…to frustrate 
this abominable force.” –
DORINE 

(4.2.60) 
 

Convent n: 
society of nuns 
 

c.1200, Old French, 
"assembly," used in 
Medieval Latin for 
"religious house.” Not 
exclusively feminine until 
18c. 

“Let me use up my sad remaining 
days in…a convent.” –MARIANE 

(4.3.61) 
 

Amorous adj: 
inclined to love, 
esp sexual love 

c.1300, from Old French 
amorous, from Late Latin 
amor, "love." 

“You’re one of those who turns 
religious at the first setback to 
your amorous plans!” –ORGON 

(4.3.61) 
 

Melodrama n: 
dramatic form 
that disregards 
cause and effect, 
exaggerates 
emotion and 
emphasizes plot 
or action at the 
expense of 
characterization. 

1784 "a stage-play in which 
songs were interspersed 
and music accompanied 
the action. Meaning "a 
romantic and sensational 
dramatic piece with a 
happy ending" is from 
1883, because this was 
often the form of the 
original melodramas.  

“I get no pleasure out of 
melodrama.” –ELMIRE 
 

(4.3.62) 
 

Prude n: a 
person who is 
excessively 
proper or modest 
in speech, 
conduct, dress, 
etc. 

1704, "woman who affects 
or upholds modesty in a 
degree considered 
excessive," from French 
prude, "excessively prim or 
demure woman," first 
recorded in Molière. 

“I’ve no time for those rampaging 
prudes.” –ELMIRE  
 

(4.3.62) 
 

Rebuff v: a 
blunt or abrupt 
rejection 

1580s, from obsolete 
French rebuffer "to check, 
snub.” 

“I think a child and discreet 
refusal is as effective a rebuff as 
any.” –ELMIRE 

(4.3.62) 
 

Pretence n: a 
false showing of 
something 
 

Early 15c., "the putting 
forth of a claim.” Meaning 
"false or hypocritical 
profession" from 1540s. 

“All this is for you, this pretence 
of responding to him.” –ELMIRE 
 

(4.4.64) 
 

Ardour n: great 
warmth, passion, 
eagerness 
 

Early 15c., "heat of passion 
or desire," also of feelings, 
etc., "eagerness, zeal.” In 
Middle English, used of 
base passions, 

“It’s up to you to interrupt his 
ardour.” -ELMIRE 
 

(4.4.64) 
 

Suit n: pursuit, 
chase 

c.1300, from Anglo-French “I’m prepared to entertain your 
suit.” –ELMIRE 

(4.5.65) 
 

Draught n: 
flowing drink, 
gulp 
 

c.1200, from Old English, 
"to draw, drag.” Oldest 
sense besides that of 
"pulling" is of "drinking." 

“Their honey sends 
unprecedented sweetness flowing 
in long draughts through my 
entire system.” –TARTUFFE 
 

(4.5.66) 
 



Credential n: 
proof of 
authority 

1756, "that which entitles 
to credit.” 

“Why…refuse me the definitive 
credential?” –TARTUFFE  

(4.5.67) 
 

Inhibitions n: 
conscious or 
unconscious 
restraint 
 

Late 14c., "to hold in, hold 
back, keep back.” 
Psychological sense of 
"involuntary check on an 
expression of an impulse" 
is from 1876. 

“I know the art of freeing 
inhibitions.” –TARTUFFE 

(4.5.67) 
 

Fetters n: chain  Old English, shackle for 
the feet. 

“There is a method of loosening 
the fetters of one’s conscience.” 

(4.5.67) 
 

Scruples n: 
moral or ethical 
consideration 

Late 14c. "moral misgiving, 
pang of conscience.” 

“I can easily remove your 
scruples.” –TARTUFFE 
 

(4.5.68) 
 

Constitute v: to 
create or  

Verb use, "made up, 
formed" (late 14c.). 

“What constitutes the offence is 
public scandal.” –TARTUFFE 

(4.5.68) 
 

Palpable adj: 
readily or plainly 
seen 
 
 
Corroboration 
n: an act of 
certainty 

Late 14c., "that can be 
touched.” Figurative sense 
of "easily perceived, 
evident.” 
 
mid-15c., "strengthening, 
support," 

“Since you…need palpable 
corroboration…I’ll try.” –
ELMIRE 
 

(4.5.68) 
 

Grub up v: dig 
up by the roots 

Early 15c., on the notion of 
"digging insect." 

 “It won’t do you the slightest 
good to grub up these cheap 
excuses.” –TARTUFFE 

(4.7.70) 
 

	  
	  
	  

ACT 5/5 
	  
	  
Perjury n: 
willful false 
testimony 

Late 14c., "act of swearing 
to a statement known to be 
false.” 

 “If anybody asked I could deny it 
and still keep my conscience clear 
of any perjury.” –ORGON 

(5.1.73) 
 

Pawn n: hostage 
 

14c. lowly chess piece, or 
“something left as 
security," late 15c. 

“You have put yourself in pawn to 
him.” – CLÉANTE 

(5.1.73) 
 

Placate v: to 
calm 

1670s, "appease, quiet, 
soothe, assuage.” 

“You ought to have tried harder 
to placate him.” – CLÉANTE 

(5.1.73) 
 

Façade n: 
superficial 
appearance 
 
Double-
dealing adj: 
treacherous 
 

1650s, French, "front of a 
building.” Figurative use 
by 1845. 
 
1530, related to 
ambidextrous: "one who 
takes bribes from both 
sides."  

“Who could imagine that devout 
façade could hide such double-
dealing wickedness?” –ORGON 

(5.1.73) 
 



Recoil v: to 
draw back in 
alarm, horror 

c.1300, "retreat," from Old 
French. 

“In future I’ll recoil from them in 
horror.” –ORGON 

(5.1.74) 
 

Duped v: been 
made a fool of 
 

1680s, from French dupe 
"deceived person," thieves' 
jargon, perhaps from 
phrase de huppe "of the 
hoopoe," an extravagantly 
crested and reputedly 
stupid bird. 

“You realize your mistake, that 
you were duped.” – CLÉANTE 

(5.1.74) 

Veneer n: a 
superficially 
valuable or 
pleasing 
appearance 
 

1702, "to inlay," from 
German to French to 
German to English. 
Figurative sense of "mere 
outward show of good 
quality" attested 1868. 

“One thief has, with his veneer of 
hypocritical austerity, brazenly 
cheated you.” – CLÉANTE 

(5.1.74) 
 

Semblance n: 
outward likeness 

c.1300, "fact of appearing 
to view," from Old French 

“Learn to distinguish virtue and 
its semblance.” – CLÉANTE 

(5.1.74) 

Discharge v: 
perform, execute 
 
Writ n: a formal 
order under seal 

Meaning "to unload, to free 
from" is late 14c. 
 
1112, Old English "piece of 
writing." 

“I’ve been so fortunate…as to 
discharge my task with 
honour…to serve you with this 
writ.” –M. LOYAL 

(5.4.79) 
 

Incontestable 
n: not open to 
dispute 

1670, from French, “no 
contest.” 

“By virtue of a 
contract…incontestable.”              
–M. LOYAL 

(5.4.79) 

Temperance n: 
self-control 
 

Mid-14c., "self-restraint, 
moderation.” 

“I would request a corresponding 
temperance on your part.”             
–M. LOYAL 

(5.4.81) 

Actionable adj: 
liable for lawsuit 

Mid-14c., "cause or 
grounds for a lawsuit." 

“That kind of talk is actionable.” 
–M. LOYAL 

(5.4.81) 
 

Discombobu-
lated adj: 
confused, 
flustered 

1834, American English, 
fanciful coinage of a type 
popular then (originally 
discombobricate). 

“I’m thunderstruck and 
discombobulated.”                           
–MME PERNELLE 

(5.5.82) 
 

Null adj: 
without value 
 

1560s, "void of legal force," 
from Middle French nul: 
“not any.” 

“If you were to expose his 
insolence, surely the contract 
would be declared null.”                
–ELMIRE 

(5.5.82) 

Louis n: gold 
coin, replaced by 
the franc 

Loius d’or: gold coin of 
France, issued from 1640 
to 1795.  

“Here is a thousand louis I have 
brought you.” – VALÉRE 

(5.6.83) 

Impervious 
adj: 
impenetrable 

1640s, from Latin 
impervius "that cannot be 
passed through." 

“I am impervious to your insults.” 
–TARTUFFE 

(5.7.84) 
 

Exemplary adj: 
worthy of 
imitation 

1580s, "fit to be an 
example, model," from 
Middle French. 

“The power that sent me surely 
can’t help but be exemplary.”       
–TARTUFFE 

(5.7.84) 
 

Perspicacity n: 
keen mental 
perception 

1540s, from Middle French 
"sharp-sightedness, 
discernment.” 

“His perspicacity discerned at 
once the wickedness of this man’s 
secret heart.” –OFFICER 

(5.7.85) 
 



Denounce v: 
condemn 
 

Early 14c. Negative sense 
in English via meaning, "to 
declare or proclaim" 
something as cursed, 
excommunicated.” 

“He came to denounce you and 
betrayed himself.” –OFFICER 

(5.7.86) 
 

Restitution n: 
equal 
compensation 

Early 14c., from Old 
French "a setting up again, 
restore, rebuild.” 

“His Majesty…made me his 
subordinate to see how far his 
shamelessness would go before 
we made him make full 
restitution.” –OFFICER 

(5.7.86) 

Prerogative n: 
special right or 
privilege granted 
to someone 

Early 14c. from Old French “The King…exercises his 
prerogative to break the 
contract.” –OFFICER 

(5.7.86) 

Temper v: 
moderate, 
soften, tone 
down 
 

Late 14c., "due proportion 
of elements or qualities." 

“Better to hope this may 
encourage him to return gladly to 
paths of virtue…and cause our 
great King to temper his justice.” 
- CLÉANTE 

(5.7.87) 
 

Lenience n: a 
tolerant act 
 

1650s, Middle French, 
action of alleviation, 
mitigation. 

“Show how grateful you are for 
his lenience.” – CLÉANTE 

(5.7.87) 
 

Acquit v: relieve 
from guilt, 
declare not guilty 
 

Sense of "a release from 
debt or obligation" is from 
mid-15c.; that of "freeing 
from charge or offense" (by 
legal process) is from 
1530s. 

“Praise him for…that duty 
acquitted.” -ORGON 

(5.7.87) 
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